sentence combination

sentence combination

What is an independent clause?

clause: subject + predicate (a predicate is a conjugated verb and everything that goes with it: objects,
prepositional phrases, adverbs, efc.); a clause can stand by itself as a simple sentence.

llike Lucy. People that | hate always seem to sit next to me. Running away from my problems.
s pred. subject predicate not a clause

comma splices ®8®

definition
joining two clauses with only a comma

examples
The fish looks good, | think I'll have some. You've read the book, now see the movie.

The narrator disagrees with his neighbour, this is seen in lines 23-98.

new sentence

definition/rules
Just start a new sentence, but don’t always do this or your writing will sound like a children’s book.

examples
The fish looks g_;ood. | think I'll have some.

semicolon

definition/rules
A semicolon is used to join two independent clauses which have an equivalent relationship. If you use them
correctly, you look smart.

examples
The fish looks good; | think I'll have some. She was dead; he could see that.

The word “snotty” has a negative connotation; the author uses this word to create distance between Bob and the
reader.

colon

definition/rules
A colon is used to introduce something. What comes before the colon must be an independent clause. It can be
followed by a clause or a list of words, phrases, etc.

examples
People believe what they want to: this is one of the basic principles of journalism.

The author uses several words related to movement: “jog, glide,” and “stumble,” all from chapter 11.

one subject, two predicates

definition/rules
No comma

examples
Lucy is smart but doesn’t work very hard. Leo ate too much pizza and puked all over the queen.

coordination

definition/rules
Combining clauses using a coordinating conjunction; FANBOYS; Coordination Needs a Comma

examples
Lucy smells funny, but | like her anyway. Television is my best friend, and it has never let me down.

The author uses a metaphor to praise the bird, yet the negative connotation creates a paradoxical tone.




sentence combination

subordination

definition/rules
Combining clauses using a subordinating conjunction; no comma if the dependent clause comes second

examples
My Uncle Leo ate pizza after pizza until he puked on the queen.

The author uses her own rules of punctuation when it suits her. OR When it suits her, the author uses her own
rules of punctuation.

conjunctive adverb

definition/rules
See the list below. They cannot be in the middle of a sentence (unless following a semicolon). They are usually
set off by a comma.

examples
Dr. Reynolds had many suitors; nevertheless, she never married.

The use of the pronouns “you” and “your” give the impression that the narrator is speaking directly to the reader.
Therefore, the reader feels a greater sense of identification with the narrator.

coordinating conjunctions subordinating conjunctions conjunctive adverbs
for after rather than therefore
and although since however
nor as so that moreover
but as if than nevertheless
or as long as that consequently
yet as though though as aresult
SO because till accordingly
before unless also
(FANBOYS) even if until besides
even though when consequently
if whenever furthermore
if only where indeed
in order that whereas otherwise
now that wherever then
once while

an additional comma rule: starting with prepositional phrases

definition/rules

A prepositional phrase is a preposition (see the list) followed by a noun phrase. Usually they come at the end of
a sentence, but they can start a sentence. When a sentence starts with a prepositional phrase, it needs to be
separated from the rest of the sentence with a comma. (If the phrase and sentence is very short, it can be left
out.)

examples
In the warmer climates of sub-Saharan Africa, mosquito-borne illnesses are more common.
On the other hand, some people object to public nudity.

common prepositions (‘the box’ test)

about behind from on toward around during near since within

above below in on top of under at except of through without
across beneath in front of onto  underneath

after  beside inside outof until before for off to

against between instead of outside up

along by into over __upon __among down like past  with
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